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PROTESTANT GENERAL STRIKE BRINGS COLLAPSE OF 
NORTHERN IRELAND COALITION GOVERNMENT; IRA 
DECLARES DEFENSIVE ALERT 

LIBERATION News Service 

BELFAST, N. Ireland (LNS)--In what has been 
termed the first effective strike in the United King- 
dom, Northern Irish Protestants brought down the pre- 
dominantly middle-class coalition government --the 
Northern Ireland Executive--on May 28. 

Britain immediately reinstituted direct milit- 
ary rule, sending in an additional 1,000 troups, 

bringing its total 'occupying force to 16,500 men. 

The Irish Republican Army (IRA) both the Pro- 
visionals and the Officials, declared a state of de- 
fensive alert, warning the Catholic population to be 
prepared for possible attacks by Protestant raiders. 

The Ulster Workers Council (UWC) , claiming to 
represent some 300,000 Protestant workers, launched 
its general strike on May 18. The' demands were the 
abandonment of the proposed Council of Ireland and 
new elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

The power-sharing Executive was conceived over 
a year ago when it became clear that Britain could 
not continue direct rule over Northern Ireland and 
at the same time maintain its troop commitments to 
NATO and solve its labor and economic problems at 
home „ 

Actually, under the plan the real power would 
remain in Britain where it had always been. London 
retained control of foreign policy, the police and 
the courts, and had to approve any Northern Ireland 
Executive before it could take office. In addition, 
much of the Northern Ireland budget was coming from 
London . 

The British plan was finalized in a meeting in 
Sunningdaie, England in December, 1973. At best, 
it would have insured Catholic politicians and the 
Catholic middle class some new job opportunities. 

Working class Catholics, led by both wings of 
the IRA, came out strongly against the Sunningdaie 
agreement which they denounced as a furthef maneu- 
ver to maintain British control over Ireland within 
the framework of the Common Market and eventually 
NATO. 

Participating in the Sunningdaie pact were 
Brian Faulkner's middle class Protestant's United 
Ulster Unionist Council and Gerry Fitt's middle 
class Catholic's Social Democratic and Labor Party 
(SDLP) . The agreement was also initialed by then- 
British Prime Minister Edward Heath and by Liam 
Cosgrave, the President of the Republic of Ireland. 

The SDLP had previously vowed never to nego- 
tiate with the British while internment was in 
effect (internment- -the policy of arrest and impri- 
sonment without charges or trial --was instituted un- 
der the old Stormont parliament in August, 1971 and 
is still in force) but the British helped them save 
face by agreeing to the establishment of a Council 
of Ireland. 

The council was touted by Cosgrave 's Dublin 
government (the southern 26 counties) and by the 
SDLP as a first step on the road to the reunifica- 
tion of Ireland. However, the powers and functions 

of its 14 members, taken equally from the govern- 
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ments of Northern Ireland and the Republic, were 
left undefined. All decisions made by the Council 
had to be unanimous. 

And even before the fall of the "power- shar- 
ing" Northern Ireland Executive, London had stated 
that the Council of Ireland was no longer a policy 
commitment on its* part but a matter to be decided 
between Dublin and Belfast. It was also announced 
that the Council would not be set up in any case 
until 1977 or 1978, following new elections to the 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 

The Sunningdaie agreement was designed to 
cut the ground of popular support out from under 
the para-military organizations of both Protestants 
and Catholics. 

Then in mid-May, the Ulster Workers Council 
launched its strike calling for new elections and 
the abandonment of the proposed Council of Ireland. 
They had as their obvious aim the maintainance si 
Protestant hegemony over the 35% Catholic minority 
in the six northern counties but their argument 
took a democratic form. 

Citing the British Parliament elections, they 
said that the Northern Ireland Assembly, composed 
of mostly pro -Sunningdaie forces, had become unrep- 
resentative of Northern Irish political will. 

The strike had a devastating effect. Milk 
and bread deliveries were halted, factories closed 
and power cut. Hijacked cars were used to form 
barricades in the streets. Whether by persuasion, 
or force or both, the UWC prevented any significant 
counter-move among Protestant workers. 

When a pro-Sunningdale union Leader, Lionel 
Murray, attempted to lead a meager crowd of 150 
workers in a back-to-work demonstration to open 
the giant Harland Wolff Shipyards which employs 
10,000, he required an armed British guard to pro 
tect him. 

"Sure they can bring the%>lace to a stop with 
their strike said one Catholic from the Upper 
Falls area of Belfast, "they f ve got all the best 
jobs." The rate of unemployment for the Catholic 
population of Belfast now approaches 28%. 

British troops Were forced in the second week 
of the strike to occupy the main fuel depot and 
to deliver gasoline under armed escort to stations 
that would sell it. 

Meanwhile , the UWC, operating out of a garage, 
acted virtually as a provisional government. It 
handed out passes for hardship cases needing gaso- 
line, received a stream of petitioners, and general 
exercised administrative control over Belfast. 

i 

Finally on May 28, Faulkner and his Executive 
resigned. 

With the successful conclusion of the strike, 
the idea of an independent Ulster, free of Britain 
entirely, has taken a powerful hold. Leader by 
leader, organization by organization, Protestants 
have turned to the idea. 

Of even the three Loyalist politicians who 
latched themselves onto the strike bandwagon and 
participated in the Ulster Workers Council , only 
one, Ian Paisley, now declares that total integra- 
tion with Britain is still his first choice. __ 
June 19,1974 more..... 
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And all the: ugh the Catholics In 1| he Upper Fails 
ate a of Belfast shed no tears for the collapsed 
E verst nee . they tear the implications of the Loy- 
alist, rtuiory- Both wings of the IRA have declared 
a nan; ei defied ,e abort - 

Said one Official IRA supporter, ’’People get 
worried and they have this fear of thousands of 
armed Protestants ■ pouring Into Falls * a bit like 
it ca^ In 1969* But that was 1969, itls not like 
Tort now o lx any come, it will be small * very or- 
gan./ ©d squads of assassins * arming at making sure 
that eerie mi tensions remain high, and encourage 
iHk C a xho - a -i c & t O' 1 . e a ie Be .4 i i and a x v e in the b 
couth o 

"Youid© got to remember, the old Image of 
Pro test ant s pouring outre is a very sectarian idea. 
It’s based on this false stereotype of what Loyal- 

rage 4 1 td:;A-‘ ! 01 \ iy s rt/ vv 


lets are, and it 9 s based on fear and reactionary 
noli oral ism - 

’’Protestants are not the enemy— it 9 s those 
who us© the Protestants that are C H 

--30 — 

(SEE GRAPHICS SECTION FOR PHOTO TO ACCOMPANY THIS 

STORY. 

Thanks to the Militant* the Guardian * and Richard 
Trench for the info in this story-) 



[See #602 * #607* #610 for background on nuclear en- 
energy and the ABC] 


WORKERS AT CON ED 1 S NUCLEAR POWER PLANT EXPOSED 
TO* DANGEROUS LEVELS OF RADIOACTIVITY 

NEW YORK (LNS) --The Atomic Energy Commission 
has admitted that' some workers in the Consolidated 
Edison ’ Company- 2 ^ atomic generating facility at In- 
dian Point have received radiation exposures of 
almost 25% over the maximum as set by the Commission - 

The lateS records of excessive radiation 
came to • light during an AEG inspection of In- 
dian, Point last March 21 and 22* when it was found 
that despite the taking of "corrective measures" 
for earlier violations* Con Edison workers were 
still being exposed to more than the maximum al- 
lowable limits of radiation even as set by the 
AEC . 

These' exposure limits have themselves been 
challenged by environmental safety and health 
groups as well as certain scientists within the 
AEC - According to a report by Drs- John Gofman 
and Arthur Tamp 1 in of the AEC Is Lawrence Radiation 
Laboratory* for an individual steadily receiving 
"the maximum allowable whole body dosage" of rad- 
iation* the. chance of dying from cancer or leu- 
kemia is increased by 30 per cent- 

Radiation exposure is measured by dosimeters 
and radi at ion - s ensat i Ve film badges carried by 
the plant workers- Dosimeters can be read di- 
rectly by workers so that they know when to leave 
an area because of radiation danger- The film 
from the badges is later developed for a per- 
manent' record' of the amount of radiation that 
struck the- worker- It is these records which 
have provided the evidence of overexposure - 

Con Edison 9 s only response has been to 
"seriously question the validity of the film 
badge. - -Our people tend to feel that film bad- 
ges read higher than actual." 

k k k & k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k kkk k k ifcj? 0 F k k k k kkkk k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k 

v ; vein s oa±y goal * ti e x ; aspiration * had to 

be meat rimony and the continuation of the joyless* dis- 
m&l* pain-ridden thralldom that was our mothers 8 lot; 
we were supposed to dedicate ourselves wholly to giving 
birth* to raising our children and to serving our hus- 
bands* who for the most part* treated us with complete 
disregard. 

"My mother used to say* "She who hits the bullseye 
in her choice of a husband cannot err in anything-" To 
hit the bullseye was as difficult as finding a pea that 
weighed a pound- I did not find such a pea. May happy 
miv^o f>,whp mes tot each of us “fudges the market by 
the good values We find there ."--Dolores Ibarturi* "La 
Pasionaria From her autobiography "They Shall Not 

' ' T,v V4 f ,. ir 
it '-a ^ 3 o 
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NEW REPORTS REVEAL THIEU/U.S, MILITARY SCHEMES 
TO HIT U.S, CONGRESS FOR INCREASED AID 

(Editor? s Note ; The following is excerpted 
from the May -June issue of Thbi Bao Get, a newsletter 
put out by the Vietnam. Resource Center. Based in 
Cambridge , Mass. , the Center is staffed and opera- 
ted by Vietnamese students in the U.S.) 

NEW YORK(LNS)-- "Don't worry," said a Saigon 
Cabinet minister in the April 13 Dai Dan Toe , a Sai- 
gon daily. "Behind our armed forces there are Ameri- 
can helipopters. Behind our Treasury there are Amer- 
ican dollars." 

Despite this assurance, however, the Saigon re- 
gime seems to be especially worried about the possi- 
bility of a reduction in American military and ecoA 
nomic aid. As reported on March 28 in the Saigon 
daily Dien Tin, one of the regime's most prominent 
slogans in recent months has been "Everything goes 
for seeking aid." 

This has meant everything from an anti -corrup- 
tion campaign to create the impression that the re- 
gime is cleaning itself up, to raising the level of 
fighting to create a sense of military emergency. 

The March 28 Dien Tin , quoted an authoritative 
official source as saying that incorder to achieve 
its objective, of "everything goes for seeking aid," 
the regime was going to have the heads of at least 
two field-grade officers involved in the gigantic 
smuggling ring recently uncovered in Long An pro- 
vince. This will help, the source believes, "to cre- 
ate a beautiful picture for Vietnam abroad, espec- 
ially during the period in which the U.S. Congress 
will discuss the aid budget." 

The May 13 issue of the Far Eastern Economic 
Review reported Oh the views of the people of South 
Vietnam concerning the recent increase in combat 
activities billed by the Thieu regime and its Amer- 
ican supporters as the beginning of a so-called 
"communist offensive 

"...The current upsurge in fighting is widely 
thought in South Vietnam to have been 'ordered' by 
U.S. Ambassador Graham Martin to justify the Admin- 
istration's demands for increased military assis- 
tance to South Vietnam for fiscal aid. It is even 
claimed that Martin advised President Thieu to yield 
up one of Saigon's isolated bases within territory 
held by the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
(PRG) every week to convince the U.S. Congress and 
the public that North Vietnam has launched of fen- 


population. 

For example, on April 15, Dien Tin reported 
that General Thieu declared in a speech in Vinh Binh 
province that he was ready to fight the other side 
for decades to come. The article quoted Thieu as 
saying, "Wherever we protect ourselves effectively 
by wiping out the regular units of the communist 
forces, as well as ahnihiliating the cadres in the 
communist infrastructures, that is the place we can 
regard as having peace." 

In the same speech. General Thieu also lashed 
out against the Third Force (those Vietnamese who 
are anti -Thieu but not aligned with the PRG), calling 
it traitorous and a creation of the Communists , He 
promised appropriate measures against the "Vietnam- 
ese traitors who call themselves membersc of the 
Third Force." 

Both the Third Force and the Provisional Revolu- 
tionary Government are supposed to be equal parties, 
along with the Thieu regime, in the formation of the 
National Council of Reconciliation and Concord which 
is supposed to promote, among other things, the im- 
plementation of the Agreement, achieve national re- 
conciliation and concord, ensure democratic liber- 
ties, and organize and oversee elections. Thieu* s 
adamant attitude toward these two forces clearly por- 
trays his intention. 

In order to destroy the Third Force, and to car- 
ry out his attacks against the PRG, thieu has sought 
to increase the size of his armed forces. According 
to the April 12 issue of Dien Tin, official sources 
indicated that Saigon's main forces number 1.1 mil- 
lion men. Added to this are Saigon's national police 
force and "Regional and Self-Dfefense Forces. 

Interior Minister Le Cong Chat testified before 
the S&igon Lower House on October 30, 1973, that Sai- 
gon's national police force was to be increased to 
122,000 men and the local Popular Defense Forces to 
four million by 1974. 

According to the March 3 issue of Dien Tin, the 
National Security Council decided that maximum secur- 
ity had to be applied hot only over the nation as a 
whole, but particularly to the capital city, espec- 
ially around public places, marketplaces, schools, 
parks, university campuses, and government offices. 

All congregation and gatherings, no matter under what 
form, without permits from the Mayor's Office, are 
to be dispersed by the security forces and the persons 
involved are to be sent to jail at once. 

It is difficult to see how this kind of policy 
will not eventually bring a decisive reaction from 


Stves.' the PRG and the general population of South Vietnam. 

Late last month, a Saigon military briefing But perhaps this is the kind of risk that Thieu is 

warned th&t the communists were likely to overrun a willing to take because he could then point out to 

remote outpost, described as being 85 kilometers the United States that the "general communist of fen- 

northwest of Kontum and 30 kilometers from the near- sive" he predicted all along has finally come about, 

est friendly position, while the weather prevented He could then hopefully ask for increased American 
aerial support. In fact, it was conceded later that support. 

there had been no attack on the base." At the present time, the PRG and the people of 

While there might be some question as to wheth- South Vietnam are earnestly hoping that the United 
er or not the Vietnamese are justified in believ- States will somehow realize that continued support 

ing that the current upsurge in fighting was order- for Thieu' s aggressive policy is not in the interest 

ed by Ambassador Martin, there is no doubt ahout of any of the parties involved and won't make him 

Thieu' s war mongering and provocative attitudes or abide by the terms of the agreement. Due to their re- 

about his repressive measures against the general strain t, the ultimate military confrontation has yet 

— 3 LIBERATION News Service (I^2T) June 19, 19/4 more 



to come about „ 


But even, if Theiu fails to provoke the resump- 
tion of a full-scale war, his present: policy of turn- 
ing South Vietnam into a huge mi lit. ary camp in an. 
attempt to cling to power and to manipulate American 
aid has produced many disastrous effects 0 

Some of these were summarized by Deputy Nguyen 
Van Binh in an. article in the April 30 T rv I 

"First of all, at the present time, the armed 
forces have absorbed over 90% of the working force 
of the whole country,, Almost every family in South. 
Vietnam has one or more members who are soldiers. 

With regard to the needs for national reconstruc- 
tion and development in the, coming period, this sit- 
uation has to be changed, otherwise there will be 
serious disequilibrium within the nation as well as 
within the confines of each family, 

"When we take a brief look at the national bud- 
get we can see that 65% of the spending is for de- 
fense, When we take a look at the budget of every 
family we see that every family has to spend. addi- 
tional money to feed the. sons or brothers in the 
armed forces. For poor families, this is a gigantic 
sacrifice which very often exceeds the family is a.- 
bility, 

"Secondly, the maintenance of an army with, an 
excessively large number of soldiers like this has 
created inflation and other unexpected effects on 
the national economy as well as dependence on Amer- 
ican military aid at the rate of one to $1,6 billion 
a year, „ , " 

But instead of admitting these problems and. the 
fact that continued American aid tends to perpetu- 
ate, if not exacerbate the already serious military 
and economic conditions in South Vietnam, American 
officials have been, arguing that there is a lot of 
economic potential in Sotith Vietnam if' only the 
Thieu regime can get enough aid f© achieve the kind 
of "peace" it is after, 

— 30— 

[You can subscribe to Thoi Bao Ga by sending $5 to 
the Vietnam Resource Center, 76a Pleasant St, Cam- 
bridge, Mass, 02139,] 

MORE DIRT ON NIXON'S TAX RECORD 

WASHINGTON (LNS) — More tax information, on Pres- 
ident Nixon has recently come to light, A. report 
shows that he failed to pay social security taxes for 
two employees on his San Clemente estate, while at 
the same time claiming one quarter of their wages 
as "business deductions," 

According: to the report, which was prepared by 
the Joint Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation, 
Nixon should have paid $26,40 in social security 
taxes for a maid who worked at his home for three 
months during .1.969, earning $550, Another $1.48,04 in 
social security taxes should have gone fox a garden- 
er. 

Originally the gardener had been on the govern- 
ment payroll, but he was taken, off in March, 1970, 
after members of Congress challenged some of the ex- 
penses of maintaining San. Clemente, For the next. six 


months he. was treated as an independent contractor 
and. therefore was not eligible for social security. 
After that he was listed as an employee of the Nixons, 

The Joint Committee report concluded that 
Nixon's scheme of treating the gardener as an inde- 
pendent contractor was not justified and that he 
should have paid the Social Security taxes, 

Ift addition, the report concluded that Nixon's 
25% "business deduction" for Running his San Clem- 
ente estate was illegal and that he owes $444,022 
in unpaid taxes for his first four years in the 
White House, __30^- 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * ****** * * * * * * * ****** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2 MEMBERS OF GI ORGANIZING GROUP FIRED FROM 
GARDENING JOBS FOR "SECURITY REASONS" 

WEST BERLIN (LNS) -- Two members: of the Forward- 
GI Counseling collective, a GI organizing project in 
West Germany, were fired from their jobs June 5 
after pressure was placed on their employers by Brit- 
ish military authorities, 

"It's pretty clear to me that this is coming 
from the American authorities here in the city be- 
cause we work with Forward and the GI Counselling 
Center," said David Wolter, one of those fired, 

David and his brother Mark Wolter had worked for 
a private Dutch company which does contract garden- 
ing for the British armed forces stationed in the 
city. Recently a representative of the company was 
contacted by a member of the Special Investigations 
Branch (SIB) of British ^military . intelligence and 
was askpd to dismiss the two, saying they would not 
be allowed to do their gardening work at facilities 
run by the British military "for security reasons," 
Although their employer argued that they did their 
work well, the SIB representative said their passes 
to enter the British compounds would, prpbably be 
revoked. 

When the two reported for work on June 5, they 
were informed that, they had been fired and were told 
to "just get out of here and stay away," 

"Tljey probably think we're going to subvert the 
rosebushes or something," Mark Wolter commented. 

Last fall, Dave Wolter, who had been in the U,S, 
Army in Berlin, was refused work as a civilian by 
American authorities, and f|ark was fired from his 
job as a warehouse workers with the British author- 
ities, No reason was given for his firing. Two other 
members of the Forward collective were fired last 
fall, "for. political reasons, from their jobs at the 
American exhibit of the Berlin Industrial Fair, 

The four are plaintiffs in a suit being filed 
in Washington against the Department of Defense, 
aimed at prohibiting Pentagon surveillance of the 
legal political activities of American civilians. 

Other plaintiffs include ex-GIs; members* of 
the Lawyers Military Defense Committee; members of 
Fighl bAck, a G I -organizing' project in Heidelberg, 
Germany ; and others , 
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MDIC14L,,HEDm^ SMUETM BOARD ** M,., INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR ALL INS SUBSCRIBERS '** JUNE 19, 1974 ******** 


from s VVAW/WSO National Of f ice , 827 W® ■ Newport, ■ 

' Chicago^ ill© ( 312 ) 935-2129® ^ - 

The Vietnam.JT@terans Against the War/Wxnter 
Soldier Organisation : Is planning 'four days:'. of nation- 
al'.- aetions ih^ Washington," from July - .1-4® The demands 
that r -wili v 'be- raised individually during "the first 
days* } and. 'jointly during the big march on July 4th 
are: universal and unconditional amnesty; a single- 
type discharge for all veterans; Implement the peace 
agreement-end all aid to Thieu and Lon Mol; and 
Kick Mixon Out® 

Mon-violent actions will be conducted at the 
Veterans Administration , the Discharge Review Board, 
Congress, the White House , Department of Justice, 
and other places® 

WA.W/WSO encourages all organizations and in- 
dividuals who support the demands to join in the 
demonstrations in Washington® For more information, 
get in touch with the above address® 

k k k 

from" Harrisburg Independent Press, 315 Peffer St®, 
Harrisburg, Pa© 17102 (717) 232-6794® 

The Harrisburg Independent Press is an alterna- 
tive newspaper that needs a staff member® The job 
involves writing, editing, layout, subscriptions etc® 
The job offers subsistence pay and a chance to get 
involved in a community® Send Informal resume and 
writing samples to the above address® 

k k k 

from: Congress of Afrikan People, 502 High St®, 

Newark, M®J® 07102 (201) 621-2300® 

The First Afrikan Women’s Conference will be 
meeting July 5-7 at Rutgers University in Newark, 

N®J® Over 1,000 women from around the country, the 
Caribbean and Afrika will be representing the various 
segments of the Black community® There will be 
forums on education, social organization, politics, 
communications , health-welfare-employment, institu- 
tional development© ■ 

For more information, contact the above address® 
k k k 

from: Folkways Records, 701 Seventh Ave®, NY, NY 
10036 (212) JU6-7260® 

Folkways Records has released several new records 
in the last few months, Including country singers 
Hazel Dickens and Alice Foster; an anthology of North 
American Indian & Eskimo Music; Broadside No® 7-- 
more songs from Broadside Magazine (Spirits of the 
Revolution, Ballad of Mrs© Martha Mitchell, Vietnam, 
etc.®) and Music of Guatemala, among others® For a 
complete new listing, write to the above address® 

k k k 

from : Vanguard, PG Box 92, Clarendon Hills, 111® 60514® 

3%" X IMPEACH NIXON stickers available from 
this address© They’re one cent each© 

k k k 


from: Pacific Counseling Service, 2588 Mission St®, 

Rm® 216, San Francisco, Ga® 94110 (415) 285-1212® 

Pacific Counseling Service is looking for organ- 
izer /legal counsellors, particularly women, to work 
with active-duty people and military-related women 
at projects in Japan and Okinawa® We focus on the 
role of the U®S® military in Asia, and on the issues 
of sexism, racism, and imperialism© We have contact 
with and try to build an understanding of peoples 
struggles in Japan and Okinawa® Interested people 
should have organizing experience and preferably 
some knowledge of the military© Subsistence salary© 

The project year begins August, 1974, so please 
contact us soon If you’re interested® Interested 
lawyers should contact the Military Law Office at the 
same address or call (415) 285-4484® 

k k k 

from:. Womanrite Theater Ensemble, .25 Prospect Place, 

Brooklyn, N®Y® 11217 (212) 868-3330© 

We are five women who have been working together 
for two years exploring our experiences of growing up 
in a sexist society® We use theater as a tool for 
self-exploration and as a forum for communicating 
with others® 

For the past year, we have been developing a 
piece called "The Cinderella Project®" This piece 
deals primarily with woman’s roles in man’s space— 
and the ways in which we mutilate ourselves In order 
to fit these roles® In July we plan to begin perform- 
ing "The Cinderella Project" as a work-in-progress© 

We are eager to share our work with you--and to 
invite your feedback on the themes of the piece in 
a discussion/workshop following the performance© 

We would like to bring this program to you® Our 
space requirements are very flexible and our fee is 
based on contributions© If you are interested in talk- 
ing with us about this or other programs —which we 
mention in a flyer— please • contact us® 
k k k 

from: INS 

The following inmates would like very much to 
correspond with someone on the outside® Their names 
are : 

Judge Hill Jr®, PO Box 787, Lucasville, Q© 45648© 

John Richard, PO Box 190, Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada© 

Curtis ,Karlos Darity, PO Box 667 #037074 B-XQ2B, 
Bushnell, Florida 33513® 

Kennith Dashawn Workman, 138-237 PO Box 69, 
London, 0® 43140® 

k k k 

from: The Great Atlantic Radio Conspiracy, 2743 

Maryland Ave© , Baltimore, MD® 21218 (301) 243- 

6987® 

This has been our third season of radio produc- 
tion and we have been played, so far, on 14 radio 
stations across the country and in Canada© In addition 
to our •other programs: we haveXl4,.new ‘one 6 including 
a 3-part series on Chile, a Counterspy program and a 
program on jury selection© For a complete list and 
prices, write to the above address© 
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(See graphics for photo to go with this story.) 

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PRG MINISTER OF HEALTH: 

"WE ARE FIGHTING TO SAVE OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS" 

LIBERATION News Service 

( Edi tor's note,'. Early in June, on the fifth 
anniversary of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of South Vietnam (PRG) 3 Dr, Duong Quynh Hoa 3 PRG 
Minister of Health 3 Social Affairs and Veterans 3 vis- 
ited Paris . Dr „ Hoa 3 a woman in her forties 3 studied 
medicine in the French capital twenty years ago, She 
spent several years in the. Saigon fails under the 
Diem regime „ 

The following remarks by Dr, Ho a are excerpted 
from an interview by LNS Paris correspondent Schofield 
Coryell . Speaking of the magnitude of the task facing 
the PRG 3 Dr, Hoa described the unprecedented health 
problems created by the years of American warfare . 

Bui she also emphasizes the continuing struggle of 
the South Vietnamese people for genuine peace and in- 
dependence, and their unshaken morale ,) 

PARIS (LNS) --The American war has spared no one. 
The entire population- -and the land itself, the wat- 
ers and the soil--have been severely damaged by the 
constant bombings over the years, by the countless 
tons of poisonous chemicals. 

The children in particular have been terribly 
traumatized. If you can describe them as "children." 
For they must become prematurely adult in the circum- 
stance of war and danger. They live in constant fear, 
with death on every side. And living under the green 
and grey colors of the forest and the camouflage, 
they are unaccustomed to bright colors. They have a 
horror of red- -they associate it with blood and 
flames . 

Our children do not know what it is to play with 
toys. We have no toys. Almost all of them suffer from 
rickets and other diseases. There are about 200,000 
orphans in the PRG zones. We find foster homes for 
them, people who gladly adopt them and look after 
them. We do not build orphan asylums. Such institu- 
tions could be easily spotted from the air and would 
inevitiably be bombed to dust by the Saigon planes. 
Besides, we do not believe in orphan asylums. It is 
better for the chi Idler to find their place with fam- 
ilies that feed them and take care of them. They do 
not go hungry. They get their regular rations. 

Hardly any of the children are developing norm- 
ally. They all show psycho-motor difficulties caused 
by the war situation. They begin talking and walking 
much later than they should. The greatest crime of 
American imperialism is the suffering it has brought 
to millions of children in Vietnam*. Because of the 
effect of the poisonous chemicals, a great many 
children are born deformed. Even our future genera- 
tions are threatened. 

Generally speaking, the health problem is enor- 
mous. Malaria is widespread. Millions are afflicted 
with tuberculosis. For example, 80% of the people 
who have emerged from Saigon prisons are tubercular. 
The napalm and the poison chemicals have damaged 
and polluted our rivers, infected the fish, infec- 
ted our crops. The food we eat may be poisoned — 
danger is everywhere. But life goes on, even so. 

The Saigon ad ministration and armed forces con - 
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tinue to wage war against us, continually at- 
tacking the PRG zones, bombing, shelling. These 
attacks aim at destroying our lines of communica- 
tion and shattering our morale. The purpose 
is to spread terror and to make us feel that it 
is useless to reconstruct. But our forces fight 
back successfully, and our people continue work- 
ing the fields. There is no unemployment in the 
PRG zones, and there is no shortage of rice„ 

Even the small hamlets have their little dis- 
pensaries, hidden under camouflage since these 
health institutions are the favorite targets of 
the Saigon planes and artillery. PRG doctors and 
medical personnel work day and night, using both 
rudimentary and modern equipment supplied by the 
North, by friendly socialist countries, or by 
medical aid organizations in the Western world. 

New doctors and medical specialists are undergo- 
ing constant training. Much of the treatment, 
work and study is carried out underground in the 
tunnels, where the people have to spend a. large 
part of their time: 

We are striving for a synthesis between our 
traditional medicine and the most modern methods 
of Western medicine. Our doctors make use of our 
traditional herbs but also the most up-to-date 
medicine and equipment. People even come over to 
us from the Saigon-controlled zones to get treat- 
ment. 

Whatever our foreign friends can send us in 
the way of medical supplies or funds is, of course 
very much appreciated. But the greatest contribu- 
tion you can make is that of moral and political 
support. The main thing is to arouse people every- 
where to demand that Thieu respect the Paris agree- 
ment and that the U.S. cease its interference in 
the affairs of the Vietnamese people. 

-30- 
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SABOTAGE BRINGS ARREST OF 
CHILEAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 

SANTIAGO (PTS/LNS) — Some 200 officers and 
enlisted men of the Chilean Air Force have been 
arrested, following an act of sabotage at the 
Air Force Base of Bosque which was discovered 
last May 2. The engines of six Hawker- Hunter 
fighter planes, recently purchased by the junta, 
were filled with sand, which destroyed the delicate 
and complex machinery. 

The sabotage becomes much more damaging to 
the Chilean junta in light of the fact that Brit- 
ish workers at the Rolls Royce plant who manufac- 
tured all the planes, have declared that they will 
not repair any planes belonging to the Chilean Air 
Force , 

-30- 
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FRIENDS AND SUBSCRIBERS: PLEASE MAKE A SPECIAL 
EFFORT TO P,AY YOUR BILLS THIS SUMMER. SO FAR 
JUNE HAS NOT BEEN VERY GOOD FOR SUBSCRIPTION PAY- 
MENTS, AND THE SUMMER IS ALWAYS A DIFFICULT TIME 
FOR US. PLEASE, YOU MUST PAY YOUR BACK BILLS. 
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WEATHER UNDERGROUND BOMBS GULF IN PITTSBURGH, 
"FOR THEIR ENORMOUS CRIMES" 

PITTSBURGH, Pa. (LNS) -- A time bomb explosion 
rocked the Gulf Oil Corporation's 44-story world 
headquarters building JuneilS, causing extensive 
damage to the 29th floor. No one was injured. 

In a communique dated the same day, the Weather 
Underground took responsibility for the bombing. 

"We have attacked the Gulf Oil Corporation at its 
executive headquarters in Pittsburgh, Pa.," the com- 
munique stated, "for their enormous crimes : Gulf 
finances the Portuguese colonial war against the 
people of Angola in Africa, Gulf steals bonanza pro- 
fits from poor and working people in the U.S., and 
Gulf exploits the people and resources of 70 count- 
ries in the world." 

A caller identifying himself as a member of 
the Weather Underground called the Gulf switchboard 
at 9:23 p.my June 13, saying a bomb would explode 
in the downtown building. It did, 18 minutes later. 

"This was a senseless and vicious act," charged 
Gulf Vice President Paul Sheldon, "Foreign political 
issues are not settled by violence against innocent 
people. " 

However, the Weather Communique pointed out 
that Gulf is the single largest U.S. investor in the 
Portuguese colonies with its main operation in the 
Angolan province of Cabinda where production is now 
150,000 barrels of crude oil per day. 

"Gulf paid Portugal $62 million last year [in 
1972 $90 million in 1973] alone for this conces- 

sion," said the communique, "This accounted for 60% 
of Portugal's annual military budget in Angola. Por- 
tugal is a small poor country which couldn't afford 
to maintain colonies in Africa without U.S. corpora- 
te support." 

Sheldon said that Gulf had no intention of giv- 
ing up its Angola operations because of the explo- 
sion and additional threats, of which there have 
been several in recent days. A second telephone 
threat on June 14 forced the evacuation of Gulf's 
headquarters, but police found no bomb. The caller 
did not claim membership in any political group. 

"Gulf management believes that we can do more 
for the Angolans by remaining there than by leaving," 
said Sheldon. 

The eight page Weather Communique also said 
that the Portuguese have learned their tactics from 
the example of the U.S. in Vietnam. "'Strategic 
hamlets' are called 'peace villages' in Angola. Na- 
palm and crop defoliants dropped from U.S. supplied 
planes, torture in the prisons, and wholesale terror 
against the population are part of Portuguese rule. 
Over one million Angolans (20% of the population) 
have been forcibly removed from their land and homes 
thru pacification programs." 

In addition, the Weather Communique mentioned 
other Gulf activities around the world. "It is part, 
for example, of a huge oil consortium working to- 
gether with the Thieu dictatorship to 'develop' oil 
reserves off the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam, 

This plan will give huge revenues and strategic re- 
sources to the Thieu regime in its continuing war 


against the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of South Vietnam. The PRG, on June 3, warned of 
retaliation against these oil deals . " 

Gulf also owns 20% of the Four Corners Pipe- 
line Company in the southwest United States which 
strip mines Hopi and Navajo land to deliver power 
to the Los Angeles area. 

The tenth largest industrial firm in the U.S., 
Gulf was one of the largest contributors to the 
Nixon re-election campaign in 1972 . "Along with 
the contribution of Gulf heir Richard Mellon Scaife, 
Gulf gave $1,169,400 to re-elect Nixon. This in- 
cluded an illegal ' gift ' of $100,000 which Gulf 
executives laundered in the Bahamas . " 

Gulf is one of seven large American corpora- 
tions that have publically admitted and pleaded 
guilty to making illegal corporate contributions 
to Nixon's 1972 campaign. Gulf itself paid a 
$5,000 fine, and vice-president Claude Wild, Jr. 
who has since resigned from Gulf, paid a $1,000 
fine. 

In Pittsburgh, after the bombing, a Teamsters 
local on strike voluntarily moved Gulf's equipment 
off the damaged 29th floor. Angered homeowners 
who need movers protested the Teamsters special 
treatment of Gulf during the strike. Four people 
have been arrested for picketing so far. 
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[See graphics for cartoon from, South Vietnamese 
paper to go with this short.] 

"PHAN" HITS THIEU IN SOUTH VIETNAMESE FERTILIZER 

SCANDAL 

WASHINGTON (LNS) -- This spring a major scan- 
dal rocked Saigon* involving the hoarding and black- 
marketeering of fertilizer by high Thieu- regime 
officials and members of the South Vietnamese Senate 
and Lower House. The scandal was considered so im- 
portant that the Saigon newspapers nicknamed it 
"Phan-Gate" ("Fertilizer-Gate") after the Washington 
variety* Watergate. Phan is the Vietnamese word 
for both fertilizer and excrement. 

According to reports in the May 4-6 daily Dien 
Tin* at least 170*000 tons of fertilizer had been 
hoarded by officials and their friends in one five- 
day period* and plenty more was uncovered later. 

The paper also revealed that the United States 
Agency for International Development (AID) had sent 
553*890 tons of fertilizer to South Vietnamc this 
year* twice the amount actually needed. Much of the 
hoarded fertilizer was taken out to sea and sold to 
foreign ships for export to other countries 0 

Interestingly enough* just before the scandal 
hit the Saigon papers * AID director Daniel Parker* 
and his sidekick Robert Nooter* went before a House 
subcommittee to ask for an additional $54 million to 
finance the Commercial Import Program (CIP) 0 The 
second largest item purchased by Saigon under CIP is 
fertilizer* Nooter testified* and since the price of 
fertilizer had gone up on the international market 
the big-hearted Agency wanted the additional millions 
to help Saigon out. "We checked in Saigon to be sure 
there is not speculation or hoarding in items bought 
under the ■ commereial^import program,* " Nooter insisted. 

Parker also assured the committee that In South 
Vietnam "the black market in goods and currency is 
virtually gone." 
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[See graphics to go with this story. Also see pac- 
ket #533 for background and a photo of Lawton, #573 
for more background.] 

LAWYER FOR LAWTON- GARDNER DEFENSE ORDERED TO APPEAR 
BEFORE GRAND JURY AS DATE OF 3RD TRIAL APPROACHES 

LIBERATION News Service 

RIVERSIDE, Cal. (LNS) -- Two defense attorneys 
for Gary Lawton and Zurebu Gardner have been ordered 
to appear before the Riverside County Grand Jury in 
late June in the latest in a pattern of official 
harassment of the defense. 

Lawton and Gardner, two black residents of Riv- 
erside, are charged with killing two white police- 
men in 1971. Two previous trials have ended in hung 
juries with most of the jurors voting for acquittal, 
but District Attorney Byron Morton has refused to 
drop the charges. A third trial -- almost unheard 
of in U.S. legal history -- is scheduled to begin 
July 29. 

Franklin Glenn and Leonard Holt, c. two de- 
fense attorneys, were called before the grand jury 
just two days after they had issued a joint statement 
calling on DA Morton to drop all charges against 
Lawton and Gardner. 

"It * s undisputed that for three years Morton 
has had the total resources" of the FBI, California 
Attorney General, Riverside Sheriff's Department and 
police, "and has not been able to convince two pre- 
dominantly white juries." 

The American Civil Liberties Union announced 
its entry into the case on April 1. Explaining the 
ACLU's rare involvement in a criminal trial , attorn- 
ey Mark Rosenbaum said, "I believe these men are in- 
nocent and that the State has had more than ample 
opportunity to present its case before a judicial 
tribunal. Criminal prosecutions should not be a 
vehicle for State harassment, intimidation and ex- 
haustion of those merely accused." 

An ACLU investigation condemned the tactics of 
the police and District Attorney's office which in- 
cluded intentional disruption of the lives of the 
defendants, continued harassment of defendant's wit- 
nesses, and concealment from the public of exorbi- 
tant costs and facts regarding the case. 

"From the very beginning," continued Rosenbaum, 
"this prosecution has been marked by an antipathy 
and fear of the black community. It is not coin- 
cidental that the State had chosen as its targets 
community activists who merely have exercized their 
first amendment rights." 

William Kunstler, another defense attorney, de- 
scribed the case against Lawton and Gardner as "a 
political frameup of the traditional type." On Ap- 
ril 19 he and ACLU lawyer Rosenbaum asked that the 
court drop all charges against the two because an- 
other retrial would violate their constitutional 
right "to equal protection under the law and due pro- 
cess on the basis of racial discrimination. 

To support this charge, Kunstler cited a pre- 
liminary report by the ACLU. The study found that 
of nine cases of retrials investigated only one in- 
volved a white defendant. Nevertheless, the third 
trial is set to begin in July. 


Talking about the two lawyers recently called 
before the grand jury, Marc Kitchel of the Riverside 
Political Prisoners Defense Committee said, "This 
is another attempt to intimidate those working for 
the defense. In the last three years there have 
been many incidents of harassment and intimidation 
by the Riverside District Attorney's office and 
Police Department against the defendants and de- 
fense supporters." 

Zurebu Gardner has been stopped and handcuffed 
several times by police. Usually no report is filed 
and no charges pressed. On one occasion the police 
confiscated $400 worth of tape cartridges and two 
tape players which Gardner was legally selling 
since he had receipts for the property. Gardner 
sells the tapes to survive since no one will hire 
him in Riverside due to his involvement in the 
trial . 

In late March, four members of the Defense 
Committee and one supporter were assaulted, beaten 
and arrested in the corridors of the Riverside Su- 
perior Courthouse. They were then charged with 
felony assaults. The police attack, was in res- 
ponse to a picket line sponsored by the committee 
on March 22 in front of Riverside police headquar- 
ters to protest police harassment of Gardner. 

Incidentally, the defense committee members 
at the courthouse had been there to attend the 
hearing: of another member harassed by the police. 
William Palmer had been crossing University Ave. 
about 1 a.m. on New Years 's Day, carrying an old 
rusty hubcap. When the officer saw Palmer, who is 
black, he called him by name and asked for his I.D. 
Palmer then asked what law he had violated. The 
officer called "more units" and they beat Palmer 
up. Out of this incident. Palmer was charged with 
assault on an officer with a deadly weapon -- the 
hubcap. 

Support for Lawton and Gardner has been strong 
throughout their long legal ordeal. Recently a new 
Los Angeles-based defense committee was formed with 
about 60 members, and the Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War/Winter Soldier Organization has also been 
very active in the two men's defense. 

Supporters jam the courtroom at every court 
appearance, and there have been several demonstra- 
tions in the past few months. On Sunday, May 19, 

200 people from Riverside and Southern California 
came together for a rally and celebration of Mal- 
colm X's birthday. The rally followed a march from 
the county courthouse in downtown Riverside. As 
the marchers passed through the center of the city, 
they chanted "Drop the Charges," "No Third Trial," 
and "Free All Political Prisoners." May 19 also 
marked the third year since Gary Lawton was arrest- 
ed and charged with the shootings. 

* -k °k 

For more information about the trial and how 
you can help, get in touch with the Riverside Pol- 
itical Prisoners Committee, 3859 Main St., Rm. 22, 
Riverside, Cal. 92502. Telephone, (714) 686-2363 
or 682-3486. 

-30- 

*************************************************** 

PLEASE PAY YOUR JUNE BILLS, AND YOUR BACK BILLS. 

-le- 


PAGE 8 


LIBERATION News Service 


(¥ 62 TJ 


June~T9 , 1974 


more „ „ . 



sm DIEGO WOMEN'S GROUPS AWAIT ACTION OF 

BOaRD of ed. on school sexism study 

SAN DIEGO, Ca. (LNS) — Women's groups in San 
Diego are currently awaiting a response by the 
Board of Education to charges made in a study docu- 
menting sexual discrimination within the San Diego 
Unified School Districta 

The study , done by the National Organization 
of Women (NOW) and the San Diego League of Women 
Voters , and released In March , focused on sexism 
in textbooks , unequal athletic fund appropriations 
and unequal hiring practices . 

The study clearly showed the Board of Education 
that children who consistently see themselves in 
certain sex roles fall into early behavior slots. 
Women are depicted as secondary, passive figures 
In school textbooks. A few of the study's long list 
of sex-role stereo-typing included: 

** Although women comprise 51% of the popula- 
tion 5 their pictures appear in three out of ten 

places. 

±-k Even in illustrations about prehistoric 
times , adult women are pictured wearing aprons. 

(In a Michigan study , 21 pictures out of 58 had 
women in aprons , including animals.) The "weaker 
sex" motif ran throughout the books. The youngest 
child in a family is always the girl; the oldest 
the. boy® Since the youngest (most understandably 
the weakest) Is always the girl, she is categorized 
early as confused and clumsy. 

** The idea of "boys do" and "girls are" is 
repeatedly portrayed. Girls are supportive specta- 
tors, rarely the active participants. If roles are 
switched, boys are immediately labeled as "sissy" 
by their friends. 

The actual environment of San Diego schools 
was shown by the study to be no more positive for 
girls than the images presented in the textbooks. 

For example, within the San Diego Guidance Depart- 
ment, there are 42 women and 30 men yet few women 
in leadership positions. Children easily recognize 
the relationship of male supervisors to female 
teachers and counselors. 

The study also included documentation of un- 
equal athletic appropriations within the school 
system. Until federal guidelines on sex discrim- 
ination were enacted in 1973, the San Diego School 
District, like many others across the country, put 
a total emphasis on male athletic programs. The 
District allocated between $8,000 and $18,000 per 
school year for each school's athletic program for 
boys® 

In contrast, girl's athletic programs received 
only $600-$800 per school, per year — all of it 
raised by volunteers through bake sales, car washes, 
and student body funds. 

This school year (1973-1974) the Board made 
a meagre effort to comply with federal guidelines 
and allocated funds for nine girl&I sports. So 
instead of twenty bake sales, car washes, and fund 
drives, only fifteen were needed. Discrepancies 
ini finding still give the lion's share to the 
boys, leaving the girls to operate on the left- 
over crumbs. 


In other curriculum areas, the study revealed 
deliberate "role-tracking". For example girls are 
required to take Home Economics in which they learn 
cooking, and other housekeeping duties. The boys 
are required to take Industrial Arts. 

Girls are excluded from industrial arts 
classes as a matter of school policy. The few girls 
who have succeeded in forcing their way into shop 
classes have pnly been admitted in the summer— and 
only if they register in "twos." Although 7th grade 
boys are required to take shop, few girl^ are ad- 
mitted at all before the 9th grade. 

When a girl does sign up for shop class, her 
"counselor" may try to discourage her. Finally, 
if a girl does get into a shop class she is likely 
to be ostracized and harassed by her instructor 
and fellow students with the tacit approval of the 
administration. 


The San Diego School District has yet to re- 
spond to all of the charges made by the League of 
Women Voters and NOW. Although the District insists 
it understands the problems, it has not taken any 
positive action to ensure equal opportunity, and 
no specific time has been set for hearings as yet. 
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(Thanks to the San Diego Door for some of the 
information in this story.) 


CHILE JUNTA HITS GAYS WITH REIGN OF TERROR 

BUENOS aIRES (LNS) — The right-wing military re- 
gime which has gained power in neighboring Chile has 
reportedly carried out terrorist attacks against the 
homosexual community there, according to a statement 
released by the Homosexual Liberation Front (FLH) 
of Argentina. 

In the statement, which was published in the 
magazine Asi, the Argentine gays charged that the 
Chilean junta is seeking to establish a social order 
"modeled on the ideas of the Holy Inquisition," and 
that homosexuals have been repressed along with 
"workers, students and patriots." 


The statement reported: "a well-known homosexual 
man from Santiago, a Uruguayan nicknamed Lola Punales, 
was raped, tortured, castrated, and tormented by 
groups of military men. Sdores of homosexuals have 
suffered the same fate; such deeds are commonplace 
in Chile. 


"The bodies are left for several days in the 
public streets in order to intimidate the popula- 
tion, to sow terror. To have long hair and a beard, 
to dress in red or to wear a miniskirt — these are 
causes for arrest. These are subversive deeds 
according to the Chilean military regime," the 
statement said. 

FLH called upon the "Latin American and world 
homosexual communities to repudiate the Chilean 
regime and help its victims and opponents." The 
organization concluded, "In the garden of fascism, 
all that grows is the flower of death and terror®" 

—30— 


(Thanks to Allen Young for this short.) 
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CHILE TRIALS TERMED "JUDICIAL FARCE" BY .RESISTANCE: 
PUBLIC : DEFENDER: EXPELLED FOR "POLIC IAI> JUDGEMENTS" 

SANTIAGO (LNS)-- The trial of 67 civilians, politi- 
cal leaders and military men currently underway in 
Santiago, Chile, before a military tribunal J has be- 
come a "judicial farce" according to the Resistance 
News Agency, a Chilean underground press agency. 

Originally, these trials were planned by the jun- 
ta to be the showpiece of the new Chilean order. They 
were organized after heavy criticism in the internal 
tional press on the state of justice in Chile. 

Among those being tried are Luis Corvalan, Secre- 
tary of the Communitt Party; Fernando Flores, former 
Minister of Economy under Allende; Osvaldo Puccio, 
Allende's private secretary; Puccio* s son; Anibal 
Palma, leader of the small Radical Party; Sergio Wus- 
kovic, former Mayor of Valparaiso, and Jorge Tapia, 
former Minister of Law and Education. The junta is 
asking the death sentence in at least 6 of the 67 ca- 
ses. 

The trial of the 67 is the first public trial to 
be held since the September coup. Thousands of others 
are currently imprisoned without charges .against them, 
with no access to attorneys and without prospects of 
any trial at all. 

However, the junta couldn't even, manage a staged 
trial without resorting to repression right in the 
courtroom. According to Resistance News, the Public 
Defender, appointed by the junta, was recently thrown 
out of the court and deprived of Kis rights as an at- 
torney because he allegedly made "political judgements" 
during his defense statements. 

The defender explained in his statement that the 
junta's accusation that the 67 "conspired" against the 
junta before the coup was impossible. He pointed out 
that before the coup, the Allende government was the 
legal government and that therefore the 67 could only 
be accused of "conspiring" to defend their government. 
The defender concluded that during the coup both sides 
were conspiring -- and that some won and some lost. 

Apparently the military tribunal and the prosec- 
utor were not pleased with this line of reasoning. 

The prosecutor replied that the members of the junta 
did not conspire but acted on the basis of "higher 
orders." The prosecutor did not explain how "high" 
he meant -- and the Agency surmises that he meant ei- 
ther Heaven or the United States, or both! 

The defender made a statement before being tossed 
out of the courtroom in which he declared that the 
junta was no more interested in a proper legal defense 
for those on trial than it was interested in justice. 

In order to prevent any such outbursts in the 
future, the Military Tribunal ruled soon after the 
defender's expulsion, that future defenders would 
have to submit their defense arguments in writing to 
the tribunal to be reviewed. Unacceptable political 
judgements would be censored from the defense's line 
of argument. 
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HOT FLASHES? COLD NEWS ? ANY NEWS? CALL US, WE NEED 
YOUR HELP IN KEEPING UP WITH THINGS IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 
(212) 749-2200 


JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SCUTTLES FREEDOM OF IN- 
FORMATION ACT STUDY 

WASHINGTON (LNS) -- The head of a Justice 
Department project designed to conduct a govern- 
ment-wide inquiry into how well Federal agencies 
were responding to the public's right to know, as 
guaranteed under the Freedom of Information Act 
of 1967 has resigned. His resignation on May 30 
was in protest of the lack of independence the 
Justice Department was allowing him in the study. 

The Freedom of Information Act was supposed 
to give the public access to the findings of the 
federal regula- tory agencies. But it hasn't al- 
ways worked out that way. In April, for example, 
the consumer advocate Health Research Group filed 
a suit against the Environmental Protection Agency 
because EPA refused to release the namesnof aero- 
sol pesticides which use the cancer- causing gas 
vinyl cjhloride as a propellant. 

In a letter to the study unit's director 
Jerry Clark on February 19, 1974, Attorney Gen- 
eral William Saxbe had promised that the study 
unit would be given the widest latitude to pro- 
duce the most "independent and objective" analysis 
possible. 

But Clark said the agreement began to unravel 
about a month ago. Clark Said, "They clearly 
wanted to depart from the original agreement and 
clearly wanted to assert greater Department of 
Justice control over the end product." 
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THE SOLEMN DUTIES OF THE CONGRESS: 

TAKE A LOOK AT THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

WASHINGTON (LNS) -- Few people probably are 
aware of some of the incredible trivialities that 
Congresspeople bring before the two houses of the 
highest legislature in our land. Here are a few 
examples . 

--Recently Senators Barry Goldwater (R.-Ariz.) 
and John Tower (R.-Tex.) debated for several min- 
utes on the floor of the Senate the relative merits 
of Arizona versus Texas chili. In the tradition 
of the west they agreed to settle their differences 
with a chili cook-off, not to be held on the floor 
of the Senate. 

--In March the House devoted almost an entire 
morning session to great oratory over a request 
from Jane Fonda to use a House hearing room for 
a seminar on U.S. support of the Thieu regime in 
South Vietnam. At least 25 Congressmen joined 
in the polemics. Others who missed the original 
chance kept the debate going for two more days. 
However, the seminar had already been held in the 
hearing room several weeks earlier. 

-- In May, right-wing Congressman Ed Derwinski 
(R.-Ill.) rose to commemorate Constitution Day in 
Poland. Over 20 other representatives felt compelled 
to do the same presumably in an effort to maintain the 
support of their Polish American constituents. 

--Senator Beall (R.-Md.) interrupted the Senate 
proceedings recently to inform the rest of the Senate 


that his high school coach was retiring. -30- 
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BOTTOM RIGHT: Political prisoners at a camp 
in Pisagua in Northern Chile , 
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